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HEAT KER BIYLIN FHOTOGRAPHY

Now | lay me down to sleep

Heather Rivlin is the first Toronto photographer to participate in a program that links parents of
dying babies with volunteers who shoot portraits at no charge. For the family, it's a chance to geta
comforting and exquisite memento of their child.

HEATHER GREECNWOOD DAVIS
SPECIAL TO THE 5TAR
n the day the family
portrait was taken,
Amanda Diamond
couldn't decide Tow
b dress ey youngest daughter.

T avoid the W OED chisice, she
threw all her baby's best outfits
into o duffle bag and browught
them to the studio. It was im-
portant that Hailey look her
prettiest. Thiswould be her first
profe nal phote sheot. It
wold also be her last.

Less than three weeks after
these pictures were taken, Hai-
lew died. Her passing wasn't a
surprise, though,

Arad in many wiys, it was a tri-
umph.

Diagnosed on Chrastmas Eve
with Type 2 Gascher's Disease
—dan i|'|I'L||'AIIh“ Hl"l'“.'fll(: Ill'h'l:ll'li‘l'
in which the body lncks an en-
gvine necessary W break down a
type of Gty cellular waste, re-
sulting in dimigke b organs and
the nervous system — doctors
had given the five-week-old an-
otiver 14 days or 50 to live,

She was dependent on a feed-
imyg tube and an ceopgen tank, but
within days Amanda and her

hushand, Chiris, made the difi-
cull decisdon bo care for Hailey
at their Keswick, Omt. home,
and to let her die there,

Bt the child defied the adds
And mow, almost six weeks after
her release from the Hospital
fior Sick Children, she was Iweu-d!,'
— her body frail and less than a
pound heavier than her six-
pound, seven-ounce birth
waight — for her close-up.

The shoot, which inchided the
Diamonds" three-vear-old,
Alends, was a gift from astranger
who is now eonsidered o trea-
sured family friend,

Heather Rivlin (wwahesther-
rivlin.com} is a professional
photographer who specializes
in hlack-and-white portruits of
farnilies, children and scpectant
mviamis, She's also the fest To-
rontondan to be affiliated with
Maow 1 Lay Me Do Lo Sleep, an
American program that links
voluntesr pholographers in the
LLS, Canauda and the UK. o
farnilies with dying infants.

Parents can find beeal photog-
raphers by visiting the wehsite
{nowilaymedowntoslesporg).
Photographers will already have
signed anagreement to take pic-

tures without charge amd pro-
widle Garmiliess with a digital slicle
show of Images, a3 well as nega-
tives from the session.

So while Rivlin's time would
normally cost hundreds of dol-
lars, she offers her services
through the program at no
charge.

'l just think how
beautiful she was,
How beautiful she is.
How glad | am that we
brought her home.’

CHRIS DIAMOND
Father

“I's mol truly allruistie” says
Binddin, “because although 1 am
nol padel, ' getling a lob in e
L, | ebon't Uik Phe Bumily un-
derstamds the gill they've glven
Lorme™

And while for some photogra-
ph-:l.'h'n gl.':l'r'el}'ll]hilh‘_\' weould be
a difficult subject, Rivlin is a
traimed social worker who has
spent some time working in a
nesnatal intensive care unit,

wned she feels i the perfect way
Lo eombing her talent and ex-
pertise

1 joined the organization be-
calse 28 & mom [ ean't inl.:ngim.—
losing a child" she says. “Every
ome of us hopes that we make a
difference in the lives of others
with our chosen career paths. 1
am no different.”

Rivlin sent emails to the be-
reavement beams at ares hospi-
tals, advertising her immolve-
ment. That's how Amands Dia-
maond, 30, 4 special-needs assis-
tant |n.~a'\'|1rmf~'. aned Chris, a 35-
vear-old auto mechanic, heard
about the serviee. They called
the photographer immediately
to set up an appointment,

The Diamonds had tried to
caplure Hailey's Liny hands and
feet with their home cameri,
hat they're amatewrs, and the
pctures weren'l quite right,

The seszion ook place in Riv-
lin's studio in the Avenue Rd
aned Lawrence area, The fire-
plisce was turmed on to keep lit-
tle Hailey — wihuo turned out to
bre miost beautiful with nothing
atall on — warm.

Ansanda made sure that Hailey
wias fed just before the shoot, so

that her garish yellow feeding
tubs could be safely removed for
the photos, They went directly
from the session to Sick Kids to
hane it re-attached.

And for three painstaking
howrs, the Diamonds say, Rivlin
was p:ttiel.‘t‘l. ldnd and accom-
miodating as she took the photos
that would define a short bat
significant life.

“We thought, What an unbe-
liewahle thing she is doing, "
Amanda recalls, the tears begin-
ning to well. “Becawse that's all
you huvve left. When they are
gome, that, and what's in your
mind, is all that's keft.”

The Dismonds picked up the
stlbum of prints Fovin had made
for them about two weeks ago,
They looked throwgh them as a
Farnuby, A few days Later, ab 10635
i|'| ”Il.'f Inllrrllllg{. .AI]I:H'"I:I was
holding her infanl with one
hinel while dishing alsout the
I'|'::l|.|.'c'|" I.Illlllg |'|'|L|r|||'d|'||.‘! I'A.‘-"ﬂ*
with the other, when Hadbey qui-
etly slipped away

Amanda noticed a L'I'Iill'u_{l.—.
checked her pulse and called her
hushand to tell him to come
home., When he arrived. togeth-
er they removed the oxygen

tubes that helped her breathe,
anel thesy besman Lo grieve.

In the days that followed the
infant's death, and as they
planned the funeral that took
place yesterday, the Diamonds
turned to the pictures for com-
fort. “Every day I look at the
photos,” says Ansanda, her fin-
gers lightly caressing the bound
black inen album that has Hai-
ley's name written in script
across the front.

Chiris agrees. “T just think how
beautiful she was. How beauti-
ful she is. How glad T am we
brought her home,” he says,

“Looking at the pictures malses
herfreel real,” suys Amands, con-
mecting eves with her hushand
aned wiping away tears. “Some-
times vou think, “Was that a
dresam? Did that really happen®
I'm looking al the pietures
thinking, “Yeah, she really did
happen. She wishera”

Donations do Mow ! Lay Me Down fo
Sle=p can be sent to 153 Bergen Fark-
way, #8103, Deergrean, 0 80430
D507, ar made onfine al nowilgyme-
downtasiesnong [ The orgamzation is
in ife process of becoming o regéstered
charily i Canaca ).




